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PREFACE 
 
Both legislative mandates and societal demands have driven the increased necessity for an integrated approach 
to language arts skills.  To that end, this curriculum strives to address all of the identified skill areas targeted in 
the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards (CCCS), the federal requirements established under No 
Child Left Behind (NCLB), and the needs of everyday, reality-based communication.   
 
It must be understood that the purpose of this curriculum is to be a general guide to both the specific language 
arts skills as well as the other curricula in which those skills should be implemented.  It would be 
counterproductive to ignore the expertise and competence of the individual classroom teachers.  Nevertheless, 
everyone benefits when instruction is codified, thereby ensuring continuity, eliminating redundancy, and 
facilitating a more comprehensive mastery of both the individual skills and the curricula in which those skills 
are essential. 
 
In order to achieve the learning targets stated within this curriculum, individual teachers must teach relevant and 
age-appropriate language arts skills, demonstrate their application in a variety of areas, and most importantly, 
hold the students accountable for consistently applying those skills.  Contrary to previously held educational 
philosophies, current thought and practice recognizes that language arts skills do not exist, nor can they be 
taught, in a vacuum.  In order for those skills to have relevance, they must be applied outside the language arts 
classroom. Although this may sound like a daunting task, in actuality it simplifies instruction by allowing the 
teacher to target standards from many disciplines with one activity.   The true measure of successful instruction 
is when students readily and instinctively apply their acquired language arts skills across the curricula and in 
their everyday lives. 
 
 

GENERAL GOALS FOR LANGUAGE ARTS 
 

• Speaking- Students should be able to express their thoughts verbally in a clear, concise, animated 
manner before a variety of audiences and for a variety of purposes. 

 
• Listening- Students should be able to demonstrate actively that they can interpret, evaluate, and 

appropriately respond to information given orally in a variety of settings.  
 
• Writing- Students should be able to write in a clear, concise, and organized style that reflects an 

awareness of a specific audience and a specific purpose. 
 
• Reading-Students should be able to comprehend a variety of materials utilizing various reading skills 

including but not limited to word attack skills, context clues, and phonics.  
 

• Thinking-Students should be able to demonstrate progressive use of critical thinking skills through their 
growing sophistication in speaking, listening, writing, and reading. 
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GRADE 4 

UNIT TITLE Reading Literature - Novels 

Time frame Marking Periods 1 - 4 

21st Century Themes 
• Global Awareness 
• Learning and Innovation Skills 
• Information, Media and Technology Skills 
• Life and Career Skills 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Social Studies, Science, Math, Technology, Music 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

• The ability to read novels of different genres requires 
independence, comprehension, acquisition of 
knowledge and fluency as well as social skills.   

• Students can read with purpose and understanding 
when reading self selected novels and at their own 
pace. 

• Various reading strategies will help students with 
recall, analysis and evaluation of grade level novels. 

• Application of reading strategies improves student 
ability to determine and describe the literary elements 
of the novel in depth. 

• How does understanding a novel’s structure help a 
student to better understand its meaning? 

• Can students choose a reading novel that is 
appropriate for their individual needs and facilitate the 
student’s ability to make meaning of the novel? 

• Can students apply what is learned from recall, 
analysis and evaluation of the novel into their own 
writing? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Engage in a range of collaborative discussions. 
• Apply grade level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 
• Read with sufficient accuracy, fluency and inflection to support comprehension. 
• Recall and analyze novel elements in depth with emphasis on character, setting, problem/solution, events, 

story sequencing, main idea, and supporting details drawing on specific details in the novel. 
• Draw inferences from the novel to determine the theme and point of view. 
• Identify point of view from which stories are narrated, including first- and third-person 
• Evaluate novel for recommendation. 
• Determine the meaning of vocabulary words and phrases used in the novel. 
• Use and apply novel vocabulary and phrases in own writing demonstrating understanding. 
• Apply novel literary elements (plot, setting, etc.) learned in written reading guides, summaries and 

projects/reports. 
• Self and peer appraise written work and oral presentations. 
• Report orally on novel in an organized manner while speaking clearly. 
• Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing and 

speaking. 

Story Elements  Story Genres Literary Devices  Skills 

• Setting (where and when) 
• Plot/Main idea 
• Characterization (traits, 

motivations, feelings) 
• Conflict (major problem or 

• Folktales 
• Dramas 
• Myths 
• Fables 
• Poetry 

• Point of View 
• Mood 
• Theme 
• Good vs. Evil (protagonist vs. 

antagonist) 

• Compare/contrast 
• Identify word meanings 
• Summarize 
• Sequence 
•  Connecting 
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problems) 
• Climax 
• Resolution 

• Mystery 
• Adventure 
• General fiction 
• Biography 
• Historical text 
• Scientific text 
• Technical text 
• Social studies text 

• Dialogue 
• Figurative Language 

o Similes  
o Metaphors 
o Alliteration 
o Onomatopoeia 

 

• Drawing inferences 
• Cause/effect 
• Author’s purpose 
• Chronology 

 

Content Standards 

Reading: Literature  
1. Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
2. Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text. 
3. Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text  
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those that allude to significant characters found in mythology. 
6. Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the difference between first- and third-person narrations. 
10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, in the grades 4–5 text complexity band proficiently, 
with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
Reading: Informational Text 
1. Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
2. Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the text. 
3. Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific 
information in the text. 
4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area. 
5. Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or 
part of a text. 
7. Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on 
Web pages) and explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 
8. Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text. 
9. Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 
10. By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 4–5 text 
complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
Reading: Foundational Skills 
3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 
4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
Writing 
1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.  
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.  
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing. 
7. Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic. 
8. Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and 
provide a list of sources. 
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
Speaking and Listening 
1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
2. Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
3. Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points. 
4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to 
support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 
5. Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or themes. 
6. Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-
group discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task and situation. 
Language 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies. 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

o Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in context. 
o Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and to words with similar but not identical 

meanings (synonyms).  
6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, 
emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic. 

http://www.pdfcomplete.com/cms/hppl/tabid/108/Default.aspx?r=q8b3uige22


Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Participate in Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Read aloud in various formats, i.e., pairs, groups 
• Record information individually and collaboratively 
• Write individually and collaboratively: book reports, summaries, oral presentation 

preparation materials 
• Write self and peer critiques 
• Rehearse and present oral reports 
• Make creative projects from a list providing various options: poster, postcards, 

models, etc. 
• Completion of Reading Guides – Pre-Reading, Active Reading, Post-Reading 
• Interactive whiteboard activities, individual white boards 
• Time management and scheduling for success 
• Research data using Internet and other informational sources 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring and Collaboration 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

• Hands-on activities 
• Kinesthetic Activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 
• Share pairs 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 
• Oral question responses 
• Portfolio 

• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 
• Reading Guides 
• Written Summaries 
• Checklists 
• Graphic Organizers 

 

Suggested Resources 

Fourth Grade Fuss,  Johanna Hurwitz 
The Battlefield Ghost by Margery Cuyler 
Scholastic “Science SuperGiants” – Biographies of Scientists 
Frindle, Andrew Clements 
Any Genre Novel – student selected 

Stories with Holes, Nathan Levy (Critical Thinking) 
Prepared reading guides 
Graphic organizers 
Report requirements 
Online Resources and Internet Sites 
World Atlas/U.S.A. Maps 
Dictionary/Thesaurus 
Encyclopaedia 
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GRADE 4 

UNIT TITLE Reading Literature – Prose & Poetry 

Time frame Marking Periods 1 - 4 

21st Century Themes 
• Global Awareness 
• Learning and Innovation Skills 
• Information, Media and Technology Skills 
• Life and Career Skills 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Social Studies, Science, Math, Art 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

• Short stories and poetry must be analyzed and 
decoded successfully for comprehension of text. 

• Written poetry and short stories should contain 
grade level figurative language, vocabulary and 
literary devices. 

• Can students identify, analyze, and respond to the 
elements of structure in short stories and poetry? 

• What are some elements used to create a successful 
short story or poem? 

• Can students make various inferences using textual 
evidence and provide supporting evidence? 

• Can students apply what is learned from recall, analysis 
and evaluation of short stories and poetry into their own 
writing? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Read fluently, analyze, and comprehend grade level prose and poetry. 
• Use terms related to poetry (onomatopoeia, alliteration) when discussing poems. 
• Engage in a range of collaborative discussions. 
• Apply grade level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 
• Read with sufficient accuracy, fluency and inflection to support comprehension. 
• Recall and analyze literary elements in depth with emphasis on character, setting, 

problem/solution, events, story sequencing, main idea and supporting details drawing on specific 
details in the literature. 

• Draw inferences from the literature to determine the theme and point of view. 
• Determine the meaning of vocabulary words and phrases used in the literature. 
• Use and apply literary vocabulary and phrases in own writing demonstrating understanding. 
• Apply literary elements learned in written work. 
• Self and peer appraise written work and oral presentations. 
• Report orally on literature in an organized manner while speaking clearly. 
• Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing 

and speaking. 

Story Elements  Story Genres Literary Devices  Skills 

• Setting (where and when) 
• Plot/Main idea 
• Characterization (traits, motivations, 

feelings) 
• Conflict (major problem or problems) 
• Climax 

• Folktales 
• Dramas 
• Myths 
• Fables 
• Poetry 
• Mystery 

• Point of View 
• Mood 
• Theme 
• Good vs. Evil (protagonist 

vs. antagonist) 
• Dialogue 

• Compare/contrast 
• Identify word meanings 
• Summarize 
• Sequence 
•  Connecting 
• Drawing inferences 
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• Resolution • Adventure 
• General fiction 
• Biography 
• Historical text 
• Scientific text 
• Technical text 
• Social studies 

text 

• Figurative Language 
o Similes  
o Metaphors 
o Alliteration 
o Onomatopoeia 

 

• Cause/effect 
• Author’s purpose 
• Chronology 

 

Content Standards 

Reading: Literature  
1. Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
2. Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text. 
3. Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or 
actions). 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those that allude to significant characters found in mythology 
(e.g., Herculean). 
6. Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the difference between first- and third-person narrations. 
7. Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral presentation of the text, identifying where each version reflects specific 
descriptions and directions in the text. 
9. Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in 
stories, myths, and traditional literature from different cultures. 
10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, in the grades 4–5 text complexity band proficiently, 
with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
Reading: Informational Text 
1. Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
2. Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the text. 
3. Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific 
information in the text. 
4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area. 
5. Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or 
part of a text. 
6. Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic; describe the differences in focus and the information 
provided. 
7. Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on 
Web pages) and explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 
8. Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text. 
9. Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 
10. By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 4–5 text 
complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
Reading: Foundational Skills 
3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

o Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read 
accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of context.  

4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
o Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 
o Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. 
o Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

Writing 
1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.  

o Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which related ideas are grouped to support 
the writer’s purpose. 

o Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details. 
o Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in addition). 
o Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.  
o Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, 

and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
o Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic. 
o Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., another, for example, also, because). 
o Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  
o Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.  
o Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds 

naturally. 
o Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters to situations. 
o Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of events. 
o Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events precisely. 
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o Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing. 
6. With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting. 
7. Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic. 
8. Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, 
and provide a list of sources. 
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for 
a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
Speaking and Listening 
1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and 
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

o Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information 
known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

o Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 
o Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make comments that contribute to the discussion 

and link to the remarks of others. 
o Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 

2. Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
3. Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points. 
4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to 
support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 
5. Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or themes. 
6. Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., 
small-group discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task and situation. 
Language 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

o Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (where, when, why). 
o Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was walking; I am walking; I will be walking) verb tenses. 
o Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions. 
o Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag rather than a red small bag). 
o Form and use prepositional phrases. 
o Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons.* 
o Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their).* 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
o Use correct capitalization. 
o Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text. 
o Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence. 
o Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. 

3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
o Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.* 
o Choose punctuation for effect.* 
o Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is 

appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion). 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies. 

o Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
o Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, 

autograph). 
o Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine 

or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

o Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in context. 
o Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs. 
o Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and to words with similar but not identical 

meanings (synonyms).  
6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise 
actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and 
endangered when discussing animal preservation). 

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 

• Participate in Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Read aloud in various formats, i.e., pairs, groups 
• Record information individually and collaboratively 
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• Modeling • Write individually and collaboratively: summaries, oral presentation 
preparation materials 

• Write self and peer critiques 
• Rehearse and present oral reports and poetry 
• Make creative projects 
• Interactive whiteboard activities, individual white boards 
• Research data using Internet and other informational sources 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

• Hands-on activities 
• Kinesthetic Activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Oral question responses 
• Portfolio 
• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 

 
 

Suggested Resources 

Current Anthology: Spotlight on Literacy, Macmillian/McGraw-Hill (1997)  
•  Practice Book 
•  Grammar Practice Book 
•  Selection and Unit Assessments 
•  Daily Language Activities 
Updated suggestion: Macmillian/McGraw-Hill Language Arts-Grade 4 (Copyright 2005) 
www.mheonline.com 

Sarah, Plain and Tall movie, Hallmark Hall of Fame Production 
Assorted Folktale Storybooks 
Study Island 
Time for Kids magazine 
Poetry Sites – Poetry4Kids (http://www.poetry4kids.com/poems) 
Internet Sites – Resource Sites, video clips (United Streaming) 
Stories with Holes, Nathan Levy (Critical Thinking) 
Nonfiction Reading Comprehension Cards – Level 4, Teacher Created Resources 
Context Clues Practice Cards Reading Level 4, Teacher Created Resources 
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GRADE 4  

UNIT TITLE Vocabulary (In addition to novels, prose, and poetry) 

Time frame Marking Period 1 – 4  

21st Century Themes 

• Creativity and Innovation 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
• Information, Media and Technology Skills 
• Information Literacy 
• ICT (Information, Communications and Technology) Literacy 
• Productivity and Accountability 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Science, Social Studies, Mathematics, Music, Art, Health 

 
 

Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

• Comprehension of text can be attained when 
the vocabulary is successfully decoded. 

• Writing has grade level potential when grade 
appropriate vocabulary is included. 

• How do I figure out a word I do not know? 

• How can students retain learned vocabulary and 
apply to everyday reading and writing? 

 
 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Decode grade level vocabulary. 
• Identify how prefixes and suffixes affect word meaning (i.e., Prefixes - im, in, non, mis, en, 

pre; Suffixes -  ily, y, ful, able, ible, ment). 
• Apply context clues to new terms. 
• Apply target vocabulary to every day speaking and writing. 

 

4th Grade Vocabulary List 
(Word Up Project) 

 
accurate 
address 
afford 
alert 
analyze 
ancestor 
annual 
apparent 
appropriate 
arena 
arrest 
ascend 
assist 
attempt 
attentive 

coax 
column 
communicate 
competition 
complete 
concentrate 
concern 
conclude 
confuse 
congratulate 
considerable 
content 
contribute 
crafty 
create 

envy 
essential 
extraordinary 
flexible 
focus 
fragile 
frantic 
frequent 
frontier 
furious 
generosity 
hail 
hardship 
heroic 
host 

mistrust 
mock 
modest 
noble 
orchard 
outstanding 
peculiar 
peer 
permit 
plead 
plentiful 
pointless 
portion 
practice 
precious 

shabby 
shallow 
sole 
source 
sturdy 
surface 
survive 
terror 
threat 
tidy 
tour 
tradition 
tragic 
typical 
vacant 
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attractive 
awkward 
baggage 
basic 
benefit 
blend 
blossom 
burrow 
calculate 
capable 
captivity 
carefree 
century 
chamber 
circular 

demonstrate 
descend 
desire 
destructive 
develop 
disaster 
disclose 
distract 
distress 
dusk 
eager 
ease 
entertain 
entire 
entrance 

humble 
impact 
increase 
indicate 
inspire 
instant 
invisible 
jagged 
lack 
limb 
limp 
manufacture 
master 
mature 
meadow 

prefer 
prepare 
proceed 
queasy 
recent 
recognize 
reduce 
release 
represent 
request 
resist 
response 
reveal 
routine 
severe 

valiant 
variety 
vast 
venture 
weary 

 

Content Standards 

Reading: Foundational Skills 
3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

o Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read 
accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of context.  

Writing 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.  

o Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, 
and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

o Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic. 
o Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., another, for example, also, because). 
o Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  
o Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented. 

Language 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies. 

o Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
o Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., telegraph, photograph). 
o Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine 

or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 
6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise 
actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic 

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Participate in Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Read aloud/choral reading in various formats, i.e., pairs, groups 
• Record information individually and collaboratively 
• Write individually and collaboratively 
• Self and peer critiques 
• Rehearse and present written work 
• Interactive whiteboard activities, individual white boards 
• Research data using Internet and other informational sources 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work • Hands-on activities 

http://www.pdfcomplete.com/cms/hppl/tabid/108/Default.aspx?r=q8b3uige22


• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

• Kinesthetic Activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Oral question responses 
• Portfolio 
• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Suggested Resources 

Spelling – Linking Words to Meaning, Level 4, Steck-Vaughn 
• Challenge Words 
240 Vocabulary Words 4th Graders Need to Know, Scholastic, Linda Ward Beech 
Word-of-the-Week Chart Set Grades 4-5, Educational Insights  
Dictionary/Thesaurus 
Electronic Spellers 
Word Explorer – Level D (Grade 4), Peoples Education 
Words, Words, Words by Janet Allen 

  

http://www.pdfcomplete.com/cms/hppl/tabid/108/Default.aspx?r=q8b3uige22


GRADE 4 

UNIT TITLE Grammar 

Time frame Marking Period 1 - 4 

21st Century Themes 
• Communication and Collaboration 
• Information Literacy 
• Productivity and Accountability 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Technology 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

Knowledge and application of proper grammar 
help to improve a student’s writing and speaking 
skills. 

• How do rules of language affect communication? 

•  How can grammar skills improve verbal and written 
expression? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Identify subject and predicate in single-clause sentences. 
• Distinguish complete sentences from fragments. 
• Identify and correct run-on sentences. 
• Use different sentence types: declarative, interrogative, imperative, exclamatory. 
• Know the parts of speech and how they are used: nouns, pronouns, verbs (action and auxiliary), adjectives 

(articles), adverbs, and conjunctions. 
• Utilize correct end punctuation (period, question mark, exclamation point). 
• Apply rules of commas (i.e., between day and year when writing a date, between city and state in an 

address, in a series, before conjunctions). 
• Know and use apostrophes in contractions and in singular and plural possessive nouns. 
• Use quotation marks in dialogue. 
• Identify synonyms and antonyms and provide examples for given words. 
• Use relative pronouns (who, whose) and relative adverbs (where, when). 
• Form progressive verb tenses (I was walking; I am walking). 
• Convey various conditions using modal auxiliaries (can, may, must). 
• Correctly use problematic homophones (their, there, they’re). 
• Apply knowledge of English grammar and usage to express ideas effectively. 
• Use correct capitalization and punctuation throughout writing. 
• Demonstrate knowledge of language and its conventions in writing, speaking, reading, or listening through 

writing. 

 

Content Standards 

Language 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

o Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (where, when, why). 
o Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was walking; I am walking; I will be walking) verb tenses. 
o Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions. 
o Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag rather than a red small bag). 
o Form and use prepositional phrases. 
o Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons.* 
o Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their).* 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
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o Use correct capitalization. 
o Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text. 
o Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence. 
o Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. 

3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
o Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.* 
o Choose punctuation for effect.* 
o Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate 

(e.g., small-group discussion). 

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Participate in Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Record information individually and collaboratively 
• Write individually and collaboratively 
• Video presentations 
• Self and peer critiques 
• Present written work 
• Interactive whiteboard activities, individual white boards 
• Workbook practice and reinforcement 
• Research data using Internet and other informational sources 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

• Hands-on activities 
• Kinesthetic Activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Oral question responses 
• Portfolio 
• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Suggested Resources 

Spelling – Linking Words to Meaning, Level 4, Steck-Vaughn 
Grammar Mini-Lessons, Macmillan/McGraw-Hill 
Study Island 

Internet Sites 
Mailbox Magazine  
Sentence Building Dominoes in a Jar, Teacher Created 
Resources 
Words Are CATegorical® Parts of Speech Book Series Set, Brian 
P. Cleary 
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GRADE 4 

UNIT TITLE Writing 

Time frame Marking Period 1 - 4 

21st Century Themes 

• Global Awareness 
• Creativity and Innovation 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
• Communication and Collaboration 
• Information, Media and Technology Skills 
• Information Literacy 
• Media Literacy 
• Life and Career Skills 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Social Studies, Science, Math, Technology, Health 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

• Good writers develop and refine their ideas for 
thinking, learning, communicating, and aesthetic 
expression. 

• Good writers use a repertoire of strategies that 
enables them to vary form and style, in order to write 
for different purposes, audiences, and contexts. 

• How do good writers express themselves and how 
does the process shape the writer’s product? 

• How do writers develop a well written product? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Generate possible ideas for writing through talking, recalling experiences, hearing stories, reading, discussing 
models of writing, asking questions and brainstorming. 

• Revise drafts by rereading for meaning, narrowing the focus, elaborating, reworking organization, openings and 
closings, and improving word choice and consistency of voice. 

• Review own writing with others to understand the reader’s perspective and to consider ideas for revision. 
• Review and edit work for spelling, mechanics, clarity, fluency and apply elements of grade-appropriate rubrics to 

improve and evaluate writing. 
• Write narrative (speculative, memoir, personal narrative), explanatory (descriptive), and opinion compositions. 
• Write for different purposes (e.g., to express ideas, to inform, to entertain, to respond to literature, to question, to 

share) and a variety of audiences (e.g., self, peers, community). 
• Write formal and informal letters for a variety of audiences and purposes. 
• Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two). 

 

Content Standards 

Writing 
1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.  

o Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which related ideas are grouped to 
support the writer’s purpose. 

o Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details. 
o Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in addition). 
o Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.  
o Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, 
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and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
o Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic. 
o Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., another, for example, also, because). 
o Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  
o Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.  
o Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds 

naturally. 
o Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters to situations. 
o Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of events. 
o Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events precisely. 
o Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing. 
6. With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting. 
7. Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic. 
8. Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, 
and provide a list of sources. 
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

o Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on 
specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions].”). 

o Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text”). 

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) 
for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
Language 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

o Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (where, when, why). 
o Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was walking; I am walking; I will be walking) verb tenses. 
o Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions. 
o Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag rather than a red small bag). 
o Form and use prepositional phrases. 
o Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons.* 
o Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their).* 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
o Use correct capitalization. 
o Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text. 
o Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence. 
o Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. 

3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
o Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.* 
o Choose punctuation for effect.* 
o Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is 

appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion). 

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Participate in Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Record information individually and collaboratively 
• Write individually and collaboratively 
• Video presentations 
• Self and peer critiques 
• Present written work 
• Interactive whiteboard activities, individual white boards 
• Research data using Internet and other informational sources 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work • Hands-on activities 
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• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

• Kinesthetic Activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Oral question responses 
• Portfolio 
• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Suggested Resources 

Not Just Schoolwork: Over 200 Activities for Critical Thinking & Written Expression, Amy Burke and Nathan Levy 
Sentence Building Dominoes in a Jar, Teacher Created Resources 
Time for Kids magazine 
Strategies for Writers, Level C, Zaner-Bloser 
Strategies for Writers, Strategy Practice Book, Zaner-Bloser 
Daily 6-Trait Writing – Grade 4, Evan Moor 
        http://www.evan-moor.com/Product.aspx?SeriesID=188 
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GRADE 4 

UNIT TITLE Spelling, Phonics, and Sight Words 

Time frame Marking Period 1 - 4 

21st Century Themes 
• Communication and Collaboration 
• Information Literacy 
• Productivity and Accountability 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Social Studies, Science, Mathematics, Technology 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

Rules and conventions of language help readers 
understand what is being communicated. 

How do rules of language affect communication? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Use Standard English conventions that are appropriate to the grade level in spelling. 
• Apply grade-level spelling patterns to writing. 
• Use a dictionary to check and correct spelling about which he or she is uncertain. 
• Apply knowledge of prefixes and suffixes to spell a word. 

 

Grade 4 Curriculum Requirements 
SIGHT WORDS  

Fry High Frequency Words Fourth Grade (Words 601-800) 
Fry Sight Word list-  http://www.uniqueteachingresources.com/Fry-1000-Instant-Words.html 

(Page 1 of 2) 
601. cross 626. already 651. hair 676. rolled 

602. speak 627. instead 652. age 677. bear 

603. solve 628. phrase 653. amount 678. wonder 

604. appear 629. soil 654. scale 679. smiled 

605. metal 630. bed 655. pounds 680. angle 

606. son 631. copy 656. although 681. fraction 

607. either 632. free 657. per 682. Africa 

608. ice 633. hope 658. broken 683. killed 

609. sleep 634. spring 659. moment 684. melody 

610. village 635. case 660. tiny 685. bottom 

611. factors 636. laughed 661. possible 686. trip 

612. result 637. nation 662. gold 687. hole 

613. jumped 638. quite 663. milk 688. poor 

614. snow 639. type 664. quiet 689. let’s 

615. ride 640. themselves 665. natural 690. fight 
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616. care 641. temperature 666. lot 691. surprise 

617. floor 642. bright 667. stone 692. French 

618. hill 643. lead 668. act 693. died 

619. pushed 644. everyone 669. build 694. beat 

620. baby 645. method 670. middle 695. exactly 

621. buy 646. section 671. speed 696. remain 

622. century 647. lake 672. count 697. dress 

623. outside 648. consonant 673. cat 698. iron 

624. everything 649. within 674. someone 699. couldn’t 

625. tall 650. dictionary 675. sail 700. fingers 
 

Grade 4 Curriculum Requirements 
SIGHT WORDS  

Fry High Frequency Words Fourth Grade (Words 601-800) 
Fry Sight Word list-  http://www.uniqueteachingresources.com/Fry-1000-Instant-Words.html 

(Page 2 of 2) 
701. row 726. president 751. yourself 776. caught 

702. least 727. brown 752. control 777. fell 

703. catch 728. trouble 753. practice 778. team 

704. climbed 729. cool 754. report 779. God 

705. wrote 730. cloud 755. straight 780. captain 

706. shouted 731. lost 756. rise 781. direct 

707. continued 732. sent 757. statement 782. ring 

708. itself 733. symbols 758. stick 783. serve 

709. else 734. wear 759. party 784. child 

710. plains 735. bad 760. seeds 785. desert 

711. gas 736. save 761. suppose 786. increase 

712. England 737. experiment 762. woman 787. history 

713. burning 738. engine 763. coast 788. cost 

714. design 739. alone 764. bank 789. maybe 

715. joined 740. drawing 765. period 790. business 

716. foot 741. east 766. wire 791. separate 

717. law 742. pay 767. choose 792. break 

718. ears 743. single 768. clean 793. uncle 

719. grass 744. touch 769. visit 794. hunting 

720. you’re 745. information 770. bit 795. flow 

721. grew 746. express 771. whose 796. lady 

722. skin 747. mouth 772. received 797. students 

723. valley 748. yard 773. garden 798. human 

724. cents 749. equal 774. please 799. art 

725. key 750. decimal 775. strange 800. feeling 
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Content Standards 

Reading: Foundational Skills 
3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

o Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read 
accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of context.  

Language 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

o Use correct capitalization. 
o Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text. 
o Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence. 
o Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. 

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Participate in Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Record information individually and collaboratively 
• Write individually and collaboratively 
• Self and peer corrections 
• Present written work 
• Interactive whiteboard activities, individual white boards 
• Research data using Internet and other informational sources 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 

• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 
• Hands-on activities 
• Kinesthetic Activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Oral question responses 
• Portfolio 
• Notebooks 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Suggested Resources 

Spelling – Linking Words to Meaning, Level 4, Steck-Vaughn 
Grammar Mini-Lessons, Macmillian/McGraw-Hill 
Study Island 
Internet Sites 
Scrabble Board Game 
Letter Buckets 

  

http://www.pdfcomplete.com/cms/hppl/tabid/108/Default.aspx?r=q8b3uige22


GRADE 4 

UNIT TITLE Standardized Test Preparation 

Time frame Marking Period 1 - 4 

21st Century Themes 

• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
• Communication and Collaboration 
• Productivity and Accountability 
• Leadership and Responsibility 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Social Studies, Science, Math, Art, Music, Technology 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

Develop and practice test taking skills for reading 
and writing on the state standardized test. 

• Do students possess test taking skills that 
demonstrate their language arts literacy level? 

• Can students apply test taking skills while taking the 
state standardized test? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

Reading: 
• Write short construction responses using R.A.S.C. (Restate, Answer, Support, Connect) to answer open-ended 

questions. 
• Discriminate and determine the best answer for multiple choice questions. 
• Apply pre-reading and test taking strategies to answer questions within a given time frame. 
• Analyze pre-tests and set goals to improve scores for post-tests. 
Writing: 
• Construct speculative and explanatory writing responses for given prompts. 
• Apply pre-writing and post-writing test taking strategies to complete writing tasks within a given time frame. 
• Analyze pre-tests and set goals to improve scores for post-tests. 

 

Content Standards 

Reading: Literature  
1. Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
2. Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text. 
3. Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or 
actions). 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those that allude to significant characters found in mythology. 
5. Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the structural elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and 
drama (e.g., casts of characters, settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing or speaking about a text. 
6. Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the difference between first- and third-person 
narrations. 
7. Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral presentation of the text, identifying where each version reflects 
specific descriptions and directions in the text. 
9. Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in 
stories, myths, and traditional literature from different cultures. 
10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, in the grades 4–5 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
Reading: Informational Text 
1. Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
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2. Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the text. 
3. Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific 
information in the text. 
4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area. 
5. Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or 
part of a text. 
6. Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic; describe the differences in focus and the information 
provided. 
7. Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements 
on Web pages) and explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 
8. Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text. 
9. Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 
10. By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 4–5 text 
complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
Reading: Foundational Skills 
3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

o Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read 
accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of context.  

4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
o Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 
o Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. 
o Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

Writing 
1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.  

o Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which related ideas are grouped to support 
the writer’s purpose. 

o Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details. 
o Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in addition). 
o Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.  
o Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, 

and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
o Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic. 
o Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., another, for example, also, because). 
o Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  
o Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.  
o Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds 

naturally. 
o Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters to situations. 
o Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of events. 
o Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events precisely. 
o Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing. 
6. With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting. 
7. Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic. 
8. Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, 
and provide a list of sources. 
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

o Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on 
specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions].”). 

o Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text”). 

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for 
a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
Speaking and Listening 
1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and 
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

o Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information 
known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

o Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 
o Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make comments that contribute to the discussion 

and link to the remarks of others. 
o Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 

2. Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
3. Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points. 
4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to 
support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 
5. Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or themes. 
6. Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., 
small-group discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task and situation. 
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Language 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

o Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (where, when, why). 
o Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was walking; I am walking; I will be walking) verb tenses. 
o Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions. 
o Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag rather than a red small bag). 
o Form and use prepositional phrases. 
o Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons.* 
o Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their).* 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
o Use correct capitalization. 
o Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text. 
o Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence. 
o Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. 

3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
o Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.* 
o Choose punctuation for effect.* 
o Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is 

appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion). 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies. 

o Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
o Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, 

autograph). 
o Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and 

determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

o Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in context. 
o Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs. 
o Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and to words with similar but not identical 

meanings (synonyms).  
6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise 
actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and 
endangered when discussing animal preservation). 

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Participate in Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Record data for individually and  class results 
• Write individually 
• Self and peer evaluation 
• Interactive whiteboard activities, individual white boards 
• Workbook practice 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

• Hands-on activities 
• Kinesthetic Activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation • Oral question responses 
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• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Portfolio 
• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Suggested Resources 

ASK 4 Success Work-A-Text Language Arts Literacy, Instructivision, Inc. 
Ready, Set, Go! NJASK Language Arts Literacy Grade 4, Research & Education Association 
Study Island 
Learning Centers for Reinforcement Skills 
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